Yuri Stupak (balalaika) and Alexey Stepanov (guitar) started playing together in 1998.

Since then this duet has been successfully performing all over Russia and abroad. They have recorded two albums and have taken part in various national and international musical events. They play different styles of music including world classical, folk and pop music.

The combination of balalaika and seven string guitar is outstanding in terms of sound. When played together the two instruments compliment each other.
Both Yuri and Alexey are also successful soloists.

Yuri is the front man and the manager of the duet. He is prize winner of the International Competition “Classical Heritage” (Moscow, 1997). He is well-known virtuoso player who always wins the hearts of the audience wherever he performs. As a soloist Yuri has toured Shri Lanka, Japan, Germany, and Switzerland and has taken part in the world festival of Arts in China.

Alexey Stepanov, who plays both six and seven string guitar, is the prize winner of the All- Russian Guitar Competition in Moscow 1997. 
He graduated from the Moscow State Conservatory College where he was a student of Natalia Ivanova-Kramskaya, the founder of the Russian six string guitar school. Alexey successfully mastered the art of playing the seven string guitar by himself. He is known for his ability to improvise on both instruments. His skills are eminent and charismatic.

So far the duet has been warmly received in Latvia, Greece, the USA, Cyprus, Japan, Uruguay, Argentina, Cuba and North Korea. For their great contribution into the strengthening of the international communications the musicians were given a Diploma by the Russian Center of International Cultural and Scientific collaboration.

